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Examination of Methods for Disposing of High-Level Radioactive Waste

Source: Nuclear Waste Management Organization of Japan (NUMO)

● Disposal in geological formations are considered highly feasible, given the numerous examples of underground 

      resources already being maintained for a long time.

● With disposal in space, problems exist in reliability of launching technologies.

● Ocean dumping, in which waste is discarded in deep parts of the sea, is banned under the London Convention.

● Disposal in polar ice is banned under the Antarctic Treaty. Further, features of the ice sheet are not fully known.
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Given the difficulties of people managing wastes into perpetuity and not burdening future generations with monitoring 
them, methods have been examined that would allow safe disposal without the need for human management.
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