
Course of Events of the Chernobyl Nuclear Accident
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（　　　    　 ）

Ran special tests while operating at low-power(April 25-dawn 26, 1986)

Reduced cooling water due 
to slowing of the reactor coolant pump

（          　　　   ）Characteristics specific to the reactor and 
deficiencies in the emergency shutdown system

(Steam generated rapidly)
(Hydrogen generated rapidly)

(Continues for 2 weeks)

(from 1/2 day to 1 day later)

(Extinguished)

(1:23 AM)

Reactor in an unstable state

Voids (bubbles) increased

Output rose

Runaway output

Graphite in core catches fire
Turbine building fire

Radioactive materials 
in the reactor released

Many pressure lines rupture
Series of hydrogen explosions
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